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The Constitutional Tonve ntion,

As the conference buetween Gieneral
Caxsy and the Governors of North and
South Carolina Las ended, and thesel

soveral dignitaries have returned to their
homes, we may expect in & few days to re-
ceive an order from the former designating
a day or days for holding an election for «
Convention under the Reconstruction Acts
of Congress, and also to clect delegates to
the same. Whether our in
favor of, or opposed to, the calling of «
Convention, it isimportant that they should
have a clear understanding of the Aels
bearing direetly upon this question, in or-
der to use their efforts most intelligently
and effectively 1o accomplish their pur-
pose.

Two errors have eropt into the common
interpretation of the Acts, occasioned by
hasty perusals and a too great indifference
as to their import. The onc is that it re-
quires a majority of all the
to call a Convention, and the otlier is that
only a majority of the roles cast are neces-
sary to decide the question. The third
seetion of the Congressional Supplementa!
Reconstruction Act, which bears directiy
upon this matter, reads as follows :

« That at said election the register il volzrs of
each State whall vote for or against a Conyve

aro
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voles reqisterend

LLIGH

to form a Constitution ihercior, 1n ler this act.
*Phose voting in favor of such & onvention shall

have written or printed on their batlots by whick

they vote for delegnies as aforesaid, the words
« For a Convention.” Those voting egaiust such
a Convention, shall have wntien o printed on
such ballots the words ** Against a Conveniion

Recanstruciion.

We gladly surrender our space to-day to
the y and letter of Governor
GRAAN U great political questions
of the day, involving matters of the first
imporiunce {o every citizen of the State.
1t that

takes position aguinst granting to the

rianly able

pon the

will be s=een Governor GRAIAM
oroes the right of suffrage, and consequent-
ly opposes the calling of a Convent ion un-
der the Military Acts of Congress. Hefor-
tifies his and unan-

swerable chain of argnment which must

ysitions with a ealm

appeal with force to cvery patriot in the
sountry.
The

profoun:d inters

views presented

read

st Dy every intelligent 1wan

with
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in the State, and will be ealmly weighed
before the day of clection. Whatevermay ¢

crard

the course of onr il e to a
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Conveation, we have ne sapposed they

would ineur the dangers of anurchy and
destroy the continuance of stable govern
ment Dy bestowing upon the ignoraul
masses thie unvestricted right of sulivage,

unless foreed atl the point of the bayonct.

Fven if the men who have endceavore d to

force 1t ns supposcd their eflorts
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wonld be successful, they mmnst 110w have

solne misgivings, when Ohia, with reasons
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in no degree so powerful or necess:

:-irinp«itinll to the lubors of Lier most dlis-

tingnished and trusted stalesmen, ia the
face of more than forty thousund party ma-
hias refusad to counfer it upen the

of borders,
claims are ll.tl“l'.*'_‘l e o1
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Persons appointed to superisid ud .~:-.:-i]q leetion |
and to make return of voles givel Ior ARG ag: inet |

a Convention, and the oomuanciiz Goenergl l

whom the same sball jiave been reiurne d, =

ascertain and declare the total vole m ¢ ach Rtale,

for and against a Convention. If n wmajority ¢

the voles ¢ on ] v stione hedl bie for o Cog

vention, then sucl

feereinafter 1-;--.1'.'.{;--;‘_-

voles shall he f::_.'r.‘t.ir..\" a '.
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Convention shalt be leld under

THAT sUCH CONVENTION SHALLNOT BE
ERED

HELD UNLESS

VOTELS =HA

A MATORITY OF ALL SUCH REGINTL
10N OoF HOLDISG

HAVE VOTED OX THE QUES STCH A
CoNVENTION.”

Tt will thus be] seen that it does not re-
quire a majority of all tho votes registered |
to be cast for a Conventicn to iusure its
call; nor, on the other hand, will a majori- |
ty merely of the votes cast suflice to do =o,
unless the aggregate vote amounts to a ma- |
jority of the registered names. In cther |
words, no Convention can be leld unless a |
majority of the registered votes shall be |
cast on the question of holding a Conven- |
tion, and a majority of that majority vote
in favor of a Convention.

With tLis explanation, we think all vot-
ers can act and voto understandingly. ©Of)
course, snch as desire the callof a Conven-

"

tion will vote ¢ For a Conventi n:” bu’c
the other hand, we do not think it is the|

policy of those of a contrary view to vote |
« Against a Convention,” as is contempla-
ed by the Act. The object of the legisla-
tion evidently was to appear to get the ap-

proval of the ““loyal ™ people of theScath |

in the nefarious schemes inangurated to

adicalize this seetion, and as the entire] i

loyalty of the Southern Staies, by act

Congress, is embudied in the 1&-;:3-41:-11».1'

voters, the assent of =« majority of these

iy % T (1
would be regarded as glving sanction 10|

legislation “outside ol the Constitation.” In |

not voting upon the question of a Conyen- |

tion, the voter not only gets the bene it ol
a vote against it, but reaps the advantage
of the indifference of the frieuds of the
question who remain away from the polls.

There are now returns, by official ecount,
in this State, of ene hundredandsisty thoua-
sand nine hundred and twenty-three votes,
of which ninety-twe thousand one hundred
and twenty-seven are whites, and sixty-

cight thousand seven hundred and ninedy-|

three blacks. The remaining six counties
not heard from will increase the total to one
hundred and sixty-six thousand, requiring
eighty three thousand and onc votes to be
cast for aud against the question of a Con-
vention to make a valid clection. For
some cause or other, in Louisiana and Ala-

or nearly so, for a Convention, did not vote
two-thirds of th&'.ll',_l't‘g'll\'tl,l'l. d strength.
This may be accounted for, in part, by their
ignorance, change of locality, and being
registered in more than one place ; it can
hardly be attributable to an indiflercuce to
take advantage of their newly-nequired
franchisc.
causes, whatever they may have resulted
from, will operate upon them in this State,
and that forty-five thousand will cover
their voting strength. If
be correct, it will then require at least
thirty-cight thousand white votes 1o
be given in favor of a Convention to
call it, if those opposed do nof vote—
even if all the negrocs vote in the af-
firmative, which is barely possible. It will

therefore be more diflicult to defeat «a!

Convention by a direct vote against it,
than it will be to prevent a majority from
voting on the question by remaining silent.

We think it will be fonnd, when the full
official returns are received from the clee-
tion in Alabama, that had the votes given |
against the Covention not been cast, the
question wou!d have been settled adversely,
by default. Dut the aggregate of votes,
being a majority of the whole number regis- |
tered, and most of those cast being ““I'or a |
Convention,” the Act of Congress has bcguk
fully complied with, and the Convention
will be held in accordance thercwith,

The refusal to vote for or against a Con- |
vention does not deprive the person of the |
right to vote for delegates, and those wlo
agree with us as to the propriety of re-
maining silent upon the question of Coz-
vention in order to defeat its call, should
by all means deposit their ballots in favor
of good and relisble citizens to repre-
sent them in that body, should it assemble,
If the Conservatives can control the Con-
vention, it is probable that a Constitation
can be framed which would be acceptable
to the white majority, and in the light of
the recent elections, may pessibly be ap-
Proved by Congress. These are matters
for the future, however, and we have first
to consider the Convention question. Be
fore the election is held we shall take oe-

| our people

Wo take it, therefore, that like |

this surmisc |

enced by habits of indnstry, consideralle
]‘i'lrl'h'ii_l."l\“ 1 cdtie: tion il the ',:v.'ii],‘;-I.
tion of property.

We invite the eareful aitention of om
red {0 this letter, and ash fop it (e con-
sideration its imporian juires. Al not
disira chized will soon 1; eanilid upon to
decide for themsclves, at the hallot-box,
the 1 o ( il LY el ar here
disctused. and their very 11} 1L
macnitude wiil render the adviee o
bhle siatesmpan most '.‘('i'::l:‘::' anid hene-
ficial, We shall refer to this mattor again

Letter oz Colonel Strane.

Aniong other lelters rec .\i. in i".':-l"ilzfe |4

miass meeting
at Raleich on the 12th inst., was the fol-
Iowing from our fellow-citizen, Col. Ron'™
Srrancin  We would have been glad had

$ invitations to address the

-

Col. Sruavcs |

ro satisfied that Lis address would have

ween able to attend, for we

vy
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the Conservative O] of Wiake to the
importance of the issues soon to be before
themn.

Whidever may be the resanlf of the pri-
mary election for Convention, for we are

satisfied that upon this guestion our peo-
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Dl cling of fXignitaries.

Gieneral Canby and Governors Worth
land Orr hield a conference yestorday and
the day before, relutive to affairs within
Distriet No. 2. 1t is nndersteod that the
Provisional Governments will be continned
withont medification. The decision rela-
tive to the juries for the Fall term of the
will likely result in

" 1 -
courts enubling the

| Judges to hold all the remaining terms ol
bama, the negroes who were unaniionsly |

the comrt without delay or inconvenience.
| The jurors drawn at the last Spring term,
and who have hieretofore heen summoned,
will attend the several courts, and will
serve, with this qualification, that eithor

party, in civil cases, or the State, or pris-
loner, in  criminal eases, shall  have
| the ll;.filt to chall e jul't_u"i s0 ab-

tending, who have not been registered. —
In drawing new juries, at the present fall
terms of the court, new lists shall be made
ap of all male adults who have paid tax
for the present year, and the juries drawn
from snch lists, D’ersons who are not re-
eistered will be placed on these lists, and
may be drawn; but on attending next
| spring, or at the Jannary term of the Dis-
triet Court, may be chalienged by cause of
non-registration. The juries drawn by the
Cirenit and Distriet Judges last week, un-
| dor Order 89, are recognized as the legal
| juries for the courts when drawn. All ju-
rors, therefore, who were drawn at the
spring term for the fall conrts in the Supe-
rior Courts. and all jurors drawn in the
District Coarts in July, will attend in con-
formity to the summons which they have
already received.

General Canby leit for Charleston by the
10:30 train, yesterday, and CGov. Worth by
the 1:40 Charlotte train,

|
| Columbia Pl wiz, 1TLA.

Hon John %, €. Shanks, (what a name!)
Chairman of, and J. D. Larrabec, Clerk
to the committee on the treitment of pris-
oners of war and Union citizens during
the rebellion: left Washington Tuesday
night for Boston, where the e mmittee
will hold its session for the purpose of
taking testimony in the New England
States, This will be liberally used in the
November clections.

Two men at Manchester, N. H., who had
been at loggerheads for several days over
o debt of 837, settled the matter the other
day by investing the moneyin 2 salmon
| supper, inviting their friends, and having

| a general reconciliation.

Mr. T. Oliver of New York, isin St. Louis,
{eaching young men how to cut their own
clothes. He has quite a class, and bids
fair to rival I'rof. Blot in pepularity.

The new California process of extracting
gold and silver will increase the deman
for salt. Two hundred pounds of salt is
used for each ton of ore,

A young girl has been arrested in Cin-
cinnati who confessed to having set about
a dozen houses on fire.

General Sheridan’s reception in Doston

casion frequently to refer to this matter,

cost that city $90,000,

¥rom the Raleigh Sentinel.
RECONSTRUITION,

GRAHADNM.

Hinrsporo’, Oct. 10, 1867.

GESTLEMEN :—1 ghall be unable, by rea-
con of engagements of business, to be pres-
ent at the mecting of the Conservative peo-
ple of Walke, at Raleigh, on the 12th inst.,
and to address them on the topies involved
in the approaching election, in accordance
with the invitation received from you a few
days since. I regret this, both because of
pleasure I should have derived from a
free communieation with sc intelligent an
assemblage of the citizens of thie State on
the duties of the preseot time, and becanse
topies in question are too numerous
and sngrestive to be treated satisfactorily
in a letter, without unbecoming  tedious-
ness.

[ was pleased in obscrving that such a
meeting had heen ealled, Ta the opinion of
some, with whom [ have conversed, it was
sapposed there had been too great delay
amone Conservative citizens in communica-
ting togother, in the face of very active ex-
crttons to form a party adverse to them
and to the best interests of the State, in
which it was songht to combine all the col-
ored voters by appeals to prejudice, pas-
<jon, and hopes of unlawful gain. 1 have
not been mueh distnrbed by apprehensions
of kind. The white population of
North Caroliva, by the eensas of 1860, out-
numbers the black in proportion of two to
cne, or thereabouts, and, after deducting
all whio are disfranchised under the mili-
tary Aets of Congress, the majority of vo-
ters of the former will stand to the latter
comiewhat in that proportion,  This white
population, which has been heretefore the

the political power of the
as faithful to the Constitution of
the United States as it ever was or as that

e
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of any other BStute ot the Union is now,
but they huve an intelligent comprehen-
st 0F  Lheir riglits and daties as cleetors
and s eitizens, and, cven without nuch
N eonsnltation or concert, will, in my opin-
on, east o majority of votes only in favor

Lol sueh micasures and candidates as will
best premote the ir safety and Lappiness.
To the military authority, which has heen
cstabilished over themw, they yield a ready
fiven where it may supersede
ancient and cherished laws and nsa-
ey bow before it and make no 1SS0,
at when, br the law, an issue is presented
bo them, to be solved l'.urti{.;ll an clection, it
is naturally to be anderstood, us the term
imports, that they are to have their choice,

ol J:vm'\'.

| to vote either upon measures or candidates
5 each individueal voter aceording to his
(views of the publie interest or his sense of
duty may prefer.
The Iill of Liehts of the State, from
1776 until now, preclaims that * elections
onght to be free.” It is & noteworlhy fact
]I that, in Frauce, where, so far as eleetions
| arve :-.“'-\‘.'ul. l!l‘.i\'u!‘a:-.: 'm:llalu_)ml :dlf'l'l':l;'_"l‘
| prevails, under the first Donaparte in 1804,
rand under the third in 1852, a Republican
I]‘.\';;n of government was conv. rted into a
!I};i'!!lll‘{‘]lil'ill or dt‘:‘?l](ltil? one, ﬂ‘.l".!ll,'..{ll tl'lL"
' eceremony of an eleetion, and by a vote of
|the people approaching  to unanimity.
| These were, of course, attributed only to
| the influence of duvess and fear. Bat in
| Dugland and America such intluences are
[ not allowed to operate, and like bribery or
frand wonld rensder an cleetion vond.,  Ae-
if the elector at the
polls shall expross, not his own sentiments,
Lt those of some othor person or anthort-
tv, the election itself is but an idie form.
An cleetion with us, therefore, is an ocesn-
ioa for serions thought, inguiry, nnreserv-
| o consultation and free discussion; and
our suffrages are aceustomed to be given,
accordine to the convictions of our minds,
efiveted throngh such means.

cordinge to our theory,

; l| Iu the eleetion now before us, the elee-

Ltors are to vote “For a Convention or
Against a Convention,” and, at the same
time, for delegites to represent their coan-

| tivs in Convention, provided the affirma-

tive vote shall be suflicient, according to
the provisions of the law.  Such Conven-

:1j.- . if t‘;‘.“:-tl, is to deliberate on the form-

[ation of a Constitution, in whieli thiere shall

| be a provision, ¢ that the elective franchise
shizll be enjoyed by all such persons as have

| the qualifications for eleetors in the present
|eleetion s that is ** all the male eilizens of
iti:v State, twenty-one years old aud up-
wards, of whatever race, color or previons
condition, whe have been resident in the

State for one year previous to the day of

any clcetion, except such as may be dis-
franeclised for participation in the rebel-

or for feleny at common law.” 1
make this quotation with care, for the pur-
pose of collating it in my subsequent re-
marks, with the qualitication of voters in

some of the leading States now represeni-
ed in Congress, whose members have shown
extraordinary zeal in vresceribing its terms
to us,

Never, herctofore, in Ameriea, has the
eleetive franchise been extended to new
elasses of voiers, except through the ageney
of Conventions chosen hy those who had
‘enjoyed it exclusively before, Congress,
by the acts under consideration, has ex-
tended it to all males of the black race
twenty-one years of age and upwards, with
no other aunalifications than those above
rceited 3 bat only so far, however, as re-
eards the present election.  Aud, accord-
ing to my recolleetion, it was stated in the
debate on these aets by Mr, Fessenden, of
Maine, certainly one of the ablest and most
cxperieneed members of the Senate, that
no permanent regulation of this nature
could be constitutionally establisbed in a
State withont the sanction of its people;
and I think the correctness of the remark
was acauiesced in by thesnbsequent action
of Congress, Congres, then, has provided
that in the vresent election the black race,
with no other than the qualilications al-
ready stated, shall vote. 'That was their
act.  If it shall be provided that they shall
<o vote in nll future time, the act will be
ours. It is not sought to be disgnised,
that Congress desires that we shall so pro-
vide, and it is strongly intimated, that rep-
resentation in Congress will not be allowed
ns nutil it is done : but it is still left to the
people of the State as represented in Con-
vention to be deliberated upon and decided,
and no more momentous question was ever
presented for the determination of a free
people.

The inquiry eannot Lie excluded from our
consideration, if we would, whether, under
the Constitution of the United States or
any republican orgapization, a Constitution
of Government for the regulation of the
internal aflairs of a State can be forced
upon a people against the wishes of a ma-
jority of its qualitied voters, by distraint or
duress ? A Constitution of Government,
says Macauley, which will fit one State or
people may not fit another ; any more than
a coat by the measure of the Apollo Belvi-
dere may be expected to 1it all the human
race. And the very idea of republican
Government pre-suppose, that the people
{Liemselves ean best judge as to the funda-
mental law under which they shall live, as
well as of the enactmenis passed from time
to time by their Legislatures. This propo-
sition is most clearly stated by Washing-
ton in his farewell address, when he de-
clares that *the basis of our political sys-
tem is the right of the people to make and
to alter their Constitutions of Government.”
North Carolina does not. seek to have a
voice in the question whether the Japanege,
Chinese or any Asiatic race shall exercise
the elective franchise in California ; nor
does she claim the right to interfere in the
domestic regulations of any sister State of
the Union. On the other hand, she makes
her appeal to the people of all the other

States to concede to her, within the limits

iton,

IMPORTANT LETI ER FROM GOVERNOR '

of their common Constitution, the powers
‘of control, and those omly, which those
States assert for themselves.

But tlirowing out of consideration the
question of right of the people of a State
to frame their State Constitntion according
'to their own conception of the public
good, is the measure proposed expedient ?
| Will it promote the goeueral welfare to con
| fer the right to vote in all popular elections
ou the negro race, with no other gualifica-
tions than those in contemplation ? Isit
inot perfectly manifest that it will not ?7—
The representative republics of this conn-
try, with their written Constitutions, their
divisions of power into legislative, exceu-
tive or judicial departments, and their in-

aud decide upon the rights and interests of
society, us votersand jurors, are looked for
in vain iu other countries of the world and
are founded upon the idea of a certain
standard of virtue and intelligence in_the
constitnent body of clectors, without which
they ~annot be maintained. Who amoeng
us Dbelieves that the great mass of the
blacks recently in a state of slavery, come
np to this standard of virtue and intelli-
gence, and are fit to he made self-reliant
clectors ?  In sueh their condition as to
knowledge and morality, the extension of
the right of suflrage to them indiserimin-
ately, instead of distributing political
power among a greater nnmber of citizens,
will in fact concentrate it in fewer hands ;
as designing individuals will but enlarge
their own power by using them to vote, not
their opinions, but those of the men who
countrol them. Already we learn that they
have been extensively organized into secret
socicties or leagues, with a view to be voted
en masse, and under the inflnence of pre-
judices earefully instilled into them, in op-
position to the whites, who were formerly
masters or may now be owners of property.
To cleet sneh a elass to be permancnt voiers,
451s now proposed to us, will be to make a
cevolntion tending to anarehy, and to haz-
ard, in my belief, the long continuance of
any  stable government. TForeigners are
barred ont from the right to vote for five
vears after scttlement here, by our paturali-

acquaintsd with our institntions, and ca-
pable of taking part ip their administration,
and mnst prove that daring that time they
have behaved as porsons of good moral
character, and well disposed to the good
order and happiness of the country. The
freedmen, s a cliuss, are less informed than
foreigners and less capable from want of
edncation snd early instruction.

But, it may be said, there is little disagree-
ment among ourselves on this question, but
Congress has required it of us, and, in the
event of non-ecompliance, the most direful
consequences may be expected. This is an
argument which I am not disposed to pass
by, or treat lightly. I think some misap-
prehiension prevails in regard toit.  Con-
gress certainly Las denovnced no penalty
on such delinqueney, in any of the three
acts of reconstruetion, After providing
for the establishment of Militury Govern-
ments in the ten Southern States, the first
of these acts goes on to declare that :

“When the people of any one of said rebel
States shall have furmed a Constitation of Gov-
crpment in conformity with the Constitution of
the United Btates, in all respects;, framed by a
Convention of delegates elected by the male eiti-
rens of said State, twenty-cne years old and ap-
wards, of whalever race, color, or previous condi-
fu.n, who ltave been residents in said Biate for
one year, previously to the day ol such election,
excopt such as may be disfratchiged ;7 and

“AWhen such Constitaticn shall provide that the
clective franchise shiall be enjoyed by all such per-
sous as liave the gqualifications herein stated, Tor
electors of delegates ;" and when, and when, and
when eertain other things shall oecur, (as further
recited in the 5th section,) * gaid State shall he
dee'ared entitled to representation in Congress
and Senutors and Lepresentatives shiall be admit-
red therefrom, on taking the oathy pre=cribed by
law.”

This is the only provision tonching the
subject matter under consideration, and its
only intimation is, that until there is a fal-
filmeut of the requirements, the Military
Government shall continue. "There have
been threatening declarations r.ade by in-
dividual members of Congress, and certain
presses have tecmed with fulminations
agninst all who should hesitate in taking
immediately the steps proposed, but Con-
aress, as a body, have established no pen-
alty and made no thveats.  "The first reflec-
tion which oceurs on hearing these an-
nonneemennts is, that it would be a harsh
measure and savor of iujustice to require
people to vote inan election, and then
punish them for voting for the caudidate,
(whether man or measure,) of their choiee.
An:d farther, that it would be still more un-
just to punish the peole of North Carolina
for failure to make a Constitution and es-
tablisl: a basis of suffrage which Penusyl-
vania, Ohio, New York and other great
and leadinz States of the North have re-
fused, and still do refuse, to establish for
themselves, though with far less cogent
reasons than prevail withh us.  The Consti-
tution of Pennsylvania, as re-ordained in
1838, regulates suflrage in these words ¢

“In elections by the citizens, every ohile froe-
manof tho age of twenty-ono years, having re-
sided in this State one year awd in the clection
district where he offers to vote ten days mmedi-
ate proceding such election, and within two years
prevind e Sial wandy tar which shall bave been
assessiel at least ten days before the cleetion,
shatl enjov the rights of an elector,” &e.

That of New York provides that

“ Every male citizen of the age of twenty-one
yedrs, &e¢., shall be entitled to vate,” &e. ** DBut
no man of eeolor, unless he shall Lave been fur
thivee sears a eitizen of tho State, and for one
veuar next preceding every eleetion =hall ave been
serzed and possessed of & freebold estate of the
value of two hondred aud fifty doliars over and
above all debts and ineambrances charged there-
an, and £hall have been actually rated and psid a
tax thercon, shall be entitled to vote at such elee-
tion,” Xo.

That of Ohio, as follows :

“ Every white male citizen of the United States,
of the ageof twenty-one years, who shall have
been a resident of the State one year next precoe-
ding the clection, and of the Conaty, &ec., in
which he resides, such tin:e as may be provided
by law, sha!l have the qualitications of an clector
and be entitled to vote at all elections,”

Since the passage of the Acts of Congress
on this subjeet, an amendment has been
proposed in the Constitution of Ohio by
the Legislature and submitted to the vote
of the people, so as to admit colored men
to the right of suflrage on the same footing
with white men ; and after a most anima-
ted canvass in its faver by the leading-pub-
lic men of the dominant party in that
State, the news comes to us, as I write, that
it has been rejected by an overwhelming
majority. Now will there be any punish-
ment attempted upon the people of that
State for refusing to extend the right of
suffrage to negroes? 1If not, is any to be
reasonnbly apprehended upon the people of
North Carolina, if they shall come to a like
determination, fcr reasons far more power-
ful and controlling ? If any penalty is
to be imposed, should i. not rather be upon
these States where the negro is not numer-
ous and has beena freedman forgenerations,
if not from before the foundation of the
State, (asin Ohio, ) than in this State, where
they constitute one-third of the population,
and the generality are necessarily, from
their recent condition of slavery, in the
grossest ignorance ? It is derogatory to
the Congress of the United States to pre-
sume that for a negative vote on this ques-
tion, which would be but a respectful re-
mongtrance, they would think of visiting
the electors of a State with punishment ;
and if, in the excitement of the fever, they
should, their constituents in the great States
already mentioned, as well as others, who
have manifested no disposition to make the
coveted change in their body of voters,
would be quick to perceive that] what is
ours to-day may hecome theirs to-morrow ;
that precedents accun:ilate and constitute
law, and that, as their representatives shall
have done to others, so may it be done to
them. However this may be, the change
proposed is in a fundamental article of the

State Constitution, deeply affecting the

FIl f F ol £

trodunetion of the pevple to participate in |

zation laws, in order that they may become |

2

'security, safety and peace of society, and
the promotion of the ecivilization and
happiness of its members ; it is domestic
and concerng ourselves only, and we must
act upon it
cording to our convietions of duty.—
The elective franchise is not pecessary to
the protection of any rights
munities of the freedmen before the law.
' By the present Constitution, and the Bill
' of Rights which has stood untouched since
1776, the free colored man is now, and al-
ways has been, entitled to all the guaran-
'teos as to life, liberty, seeurity and proper-
1ty, which are vouchsafed to the white men,
'as much so as women, minorsand adults of
the white race, who have not paid public

‘taxes. 'The qnestion before us therefore is
| not one of protection to him, but whether
he is qualified for the exercise of political
power here, which is denied to him in so
many States of the North. T have no pre-
judices against the colored race. As a
member of the Legislature in years gone
by, I voted for their liberation on all prop-
er applications according to the then state
of the law; in the practice of my profession
1 aided several in establishing their claims
to freedom against white men holding them
as slaves, and proseented and defended
their pleas as for white men;and since their
liberation I recommended to the Legisla-
ture in published commanication, in reply
to inqniries from certain of its members,
promptly to concede to them t’:e right to
testify in the conrts of justice, which was
done. 1 wish them, now. all the happiness
and prosperity which esn flow from an up-
right and virtnous comsse of life in their
new condition. DBut it is better for them
and for us, that the elective franchise shall
remain as heretofore, with the white race,
| ensuring a stable, tranquil and salutary
| state of society, in which every individaal,
| of whatever complexion, shall be protected
in all his rights, rather than incur the haz-
ards of the anarchy, disorder and inscenri-
ty which will ensune from the change in
qnestion,

Deeply solicitons as I am to see the old
and constitutional relations of the Statesof
the Sonth to the Union restored, and gen-
eral harmony re-esteblished, I caunot con-
sent to overthrow the organism of civilized
society in a vain and Quixotic attempt to
affeet that result.
| to re-consider the propriety of the course
| which has been adopted, and would pray
'them to remember that the destruction of a
State, which will be the effcet of the meas-
ures proposed, can pever be the means of
lits restoration ; and that to compel her
|adoption of a change in her Constitution
by striking out a provision which stands
conspicuously, as we Lave seen, in those of
| other great States of the Union and which
they indignantly refuse to remove, is to af-
fix a badge of inferiority utterly inconsis-
tent with their ever hereafter being consid-
ered an association of equals.

There are two modes of making such an
appeal without any disrespeet to Congress:
1st. By electing a Convention which shall
frame such & Constitution as is deemed fit
for the people of North Carolina, and ask-
ing approbation thereof. 2d. By vcting
against Convention. And inasmuch as the
only specific requirement of the Act of
| Congress is as to a provision in the Con-

stitution for negro suflrage, which we
consider it ruinous to adopt, I should
prefer the latter. Conventions, with

power over the fundamental law of the
| State, are not called of choice, except in
cases where change is desired, butif the
alteration proposed is not approved, there
lis no occasion for the call. To me, who
| conenrred in, and most heartily approved
| their decision, it was a sublime speetacle
lin February 1861, to see the people of

North Caroiina rejeet the proposition made

by the Legislature to call a Convention to
| consider the subject of secession. The
| presses and politieians of various shades of
opinion, were, in the confusion and uncer-
tainty of the times, nearly unanimous in
favor of the call. But the people, seeing
the eritical condition of affairs, rejected it
by a decisive majority ; at the same time
taking care to clect delegates who wonld
represent their sentiments, provided the
aflirmative had prevailed. Thus two months
were gained, before eauses, not then antiei-
pated, and which were regarded when they
oeeurred as anceessity, precipitated us into
a war already commeneced.

These ave some of the views I should
have presented to your meeting, had 1
been able to attend. ¥ think the subject
Lias been less cousidered, by the people,
than, from its trauscendant importance, it
deserves,

[ disclaim any purpose of disrespeet or
contumacy towards any department or au-
thority of the Government of the United
States, and still more at aiming to promote
the interests of party.

A Whig from prineiple, never having had
auy other party connexion, now past the
meridian of life, will gladly forego all his
interest in party, provided he can be as-
sared that he yet has a coautry., Our own
Giaston, long years ago, in the Halls of
Congress, speaking of faction, which is but
party in exeess, esclaimed, *f Faction ont
of power is a dewmon in chains.  Faction
clothed with the attributes of rule is a Mo-
loch of destruction,”  In our present situ-
ation what is party to us or we to party?-
To adopt platforms, profess creeds or bar-
ter away our rights and interests as a State,
in order to eonciliate any party, 1s not on-
Iy positively wrong, but is a mistaken pol-
icy. Nothing less than the saving cfficacy
of that perfect law of liberty cmbraced in
the Constitntion of the United States, with
all its privileges and mutual gnarantees,
will relieve or materially benefit ns.  After
this shall be restored we may afford to par-
ticipate in the contest of parties.—
A half-faced feliowship, 2 patehed up Union
based on fear, and accompanied with men-
tal reservations, should not be desired. 1
trust that Congress will reconsider and be
convinced of this truth, and I trust that the
people will be charitable toward cach other,
and patient and submissive to the laws, but
that they will not lese their self-possession
nor forget that freedom in elections is their
birthright; and, if there be among us those
who, conscious of glittle favor with the old
voters, are seeking to exhibit extraordinary
zeal for thenew, and to bind them together
as a party organization, opposite and hos-
tile, on the imaginary ground of adverse in-
terests, let the former remember that they
constitnte the majority, and on this ques-
tion hold their destinies in their own hands.
Intending, as I am sure they do, nothing
but what is right and just towards their
fellow-citizens of all races, they have it in
their power to protect themselves against
wrong.

I am, very respectfully, gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,

W. A. Gramawm.
Messrs, PEnn & GALES.

The New York Sun says that sashes are
almost invariably worn with every kind of
toilet; the bows arc generally as Jarge as it
is possible to tie them, and the long ends
usually finish off with a deep fringe. Now
and then the bow is tied so as to cateh up
a portion of the skirt behind; at others, it
is formed of very wide ribbons, and is per-
fectly flat in shupe, the euds heing short
and slightly pointed, and bordered all
round with fringe, so that the whole ap-
pears to be the short skirts of a jacket.

S:a.vnm_mh ha:s a ‘‘sea cow"rém exhibition.
Quilp thinks his milkman must have a herqg

of such animals, from the consisten f
his milk, ' it

The ** Veteran Observer ” of the New
York Ti!:n finds consolation in the fact
that Ohio was Republican in 1803, and
lays the flattering unction to his soul that

in the choice allowed us ac- |

or im- |

I prefer to ask Congress |

|

Proccedings of the Thirty-Seventh An.
nual Session of the Baptist State Com-
vention of North Carolina.

Gorpseoro’, N. C., Oct. 16, 1567.
The delegates met in the Baptist Church
‘at 3 o'clock P. M.
The Convention was called to order by
'Rev. Jas. McDaniel, President.

The proceedings were opened with prayer
by Rev. J. M. Hardwick.

The following delegates were then en-
rolled : .

Beaulah Association.—F. M. Jordan, E.
Dodson. A. P. Stroud, James Poteat, G.
W. Griffin, P. Oliver. )

Central Association—Church in Raleigh.—
T. E. Skinner, C. W. Skinner, Sr. Church
at Wake Forest—W. T. Walters, W. M.
Wingate, W. T. Brooks, J. B. Born, G. W.
Sandalin. Church at Forestyville—d. H.
Dunn, J. L. Dann. -

Cedar Creel: Association—Church in Fay-
etteville—James McDaniel.

Chowan Association.—John Mitchell, R.

%. Overby, J. H. Phillips.

Eastern Association.—J. L. Stewart, W.
M. Kennedy, J. C. Hines, A. Royall,
'"Thomas Ashford, J. D. Haffham.

Church in Wilmington.—C. W. Oldham,
Allison Aldcrman. '

Church in Newbern.—A. D. Cohen, W. A.
Kingsbury, C. C. Clark.

Flat River Association—Church in Ox-
ford.—dJ. L. Carroll.
| Puamlico Association—Church in  Golds-
boro'.—C. J. Nelson, C. H. Clark, J. H.
Privett, A, I. Humphrey, James F. Rob-
linson, W. H. Hill, S. Lipscomb, J. B.
| Hardwick. Youths’ Missionary Socicty,
| Goldsboro’.—R. E. Hardwick, D. Dukes.

Church in Wilson.—W. B. Harrell.

Clurch in Greenville.—S. S. Wallaee.

Tar River Association.—J. W. Powell.

Clorch in Salem.—J. W. Powell

Sanly Creek Association.—A. Durham,

Liberty Association.—W. Turner.

On motion an election for officers was
procecded with. The following is the re-
sult :

Presided—Rev, James MeDANIEL,

1st Viee President—XRev. A. Pavn Rerr-
TON.

| 92d Vice President—Rev. C. W, SKINNER.
S« —TRev. W. M. KENNEDY.
Seceretary-—Rev. J. D. HurFHAM.
Assistant Secretary—TRev. G. W. SANDA-
LIN.
Treaswrer.—Rev. J. 8. Pureroy.
Awiditor.—Rev. W. T. WavLTiRs.
The Convention was then declared duly
organized and ready to proceed with basi-
Nness.

£

dent to members from corresponding bodies,
to ocenpy seats in the Convention. To this
invitation, Rlev. Tros. H. PrrrcmarDp, of
Petersburg, from the General Association
of Virginia, responded.

A committee on the Order of Business
was appointed, consisting of Revs. F. M.
Jordan, W. T. Walters, W. Turner.

A committee on Finance was also ap-
pointed. This committee consistsof Messrs.
. W. Oliham and Amos Royall and Dr.
W. B. Harrell.

On motion of Rev. Dr. Wingate, it was

Resolved, That this Convention meet

ard meet again at 2} P, M., and adjourn at
5 P. M. ,

The Pastors and Deacons of the Golds-
boro' Church were appointed a committee
on Devotional Exercises.

Rey. F. M. Jordan moved that this Con-
vention hold a sunrise prayer-meeting each
wmorning during its scssion, which was
adopted.

The committee on Devotional Exercises
then made a partial report, in which was
contained the appointment of Rev. J. L.
Carroll to preach the Introdunctory Sermon
that same night.

After prayer by Rev. Mr. Dobson, the
Convention adjourned to meetat 9} o'clock,
Thursday morning, agreeably to the order
adopted.

SECOND DAY.
MOBNING SESSION,
Gorpsporo’ N. C., Oct. 17, 1807.

The Convention met at 9 o’clock, and
was called to order by the President.

Prayer by Rev, F. M. Jordan.

The proceedings of yesterday were read
and approved.

An invitation was again extended to
messengers from correspondir g bodies to
cecupy secats in the Convention. To this
invitation Rev. Mr. Webb, representing
the Board of Missions for North and South
Carolina, responded,

Rev. A. D. Cohen stated that the Youths’
Missionary Society, of New Derne, was
entitled to representation in this Conven-
tion, and introduced as their delegate R.
E. Hardwick.

Rev. 17, M. Jordan, from the eommitteo
on Order of Dusiness, reported the follow-
ing :

1.

2.

2.

4.

.

0.

-
I

Appointment of Committees.
Unfinished Dusiness.

Leports of Doards.

Appointment of time of next meeling.
P’lace of next meeting.

Miscellaneous Business.

Motions and Resolutions.

Rev. J, D. Hufham moved that a coms-
mittee be appointed to revise and correct
the list of Baptist Ministers in the State.
Carried.

Rev. Mr. Phillips moved that a commit-
tee on I'oreign Missions be appointed.

After being seeonded considerable de-
bate was iwlulged in regarding this ques-
tion—as to whether a ecommittee was de-
sirable, or whether it were ot best to re-
fer the matter to the State Board of Mis-
sions, with whom it properly belongs.

An amendment was oflered referring the
matter to the State Board of Missions, re-
qnesting them to incorporate in their re-
ports the work of I'oreign Missions,

The motion was finally withdrawn, and
the State Doard of Missions requested to
make an appendix to their forthcoming re-
port incorporating the subject of Foreign
Missions,

The following committees were then an-
nounced by the President :

On Periodicals—Revs, T. E. Skinner, L.
Thorn, A. D. Cohen.

On Obituaries—Revs, J, L. Stuart, J. H.
Philipps, G. W. Grifiin.

On Time of holding next Conrention—Revs.
J. L. Carroll, J. B, Hardwick, W. M. Win-
gate, F. M. Jordan, R. R. Overby and
James Porteat.

To Revisethe list of Ministers in the Slate—
Revs. W. T. Brooks, J. L. Carroll, J, L.
Stuart, J. H. Freeman, T. B. Kingsbury,
W. Turner, J. Mitchell and Messrs. A. P.
Stroud, J. C. Hines, A. D. Durham.

Rev. T. H. Pritchard, Correspondiung
Messenger of the General Association, of
Virginia, in behalf of that body expreseed
their regrets at not meeting some repre-
sentatives from this Convention at their
last session. He gave an interesting ac-
count of the harmony which then prevailed,
and the interest manifested in, and impor-
tance attached to, the sessions of that body.
He expressed the fraternal regards of the
body to this Convention, and concluded by
extending an invitation to the members to
attend the uext annual session.

Rev. Mr, Philips offered the following
resolution, which was adopted :

Resolved, That an opportunity be given the rep-
resentative of the Foreign Mission Board of the

Bouthern Baptist Convention to take up alcollec-
tion in behalf of Foreign Missions.

Some desultory discussion then followed
with regard to missions in general, but was
productive of no decided action.

Alter prayer by Rev. Mr. Webb, the Con-
vention adjourned to 2 o'clock, P. M.

AFTEENOON SESSION.
The Convention met at the appointed
hour. Prayer by Rev. J. L. Stonart,
The President announced as the commit-

[Reported Bsprossly for the Journal.] 1

An invitation was extended by the Presi-|

daily at 9 A. M., and adjourn at 12} P. M., ‘

tee on the place of holding the next ses-
sion of the Convention, Revs, R. R. Over-
by, T. M. Jordan, P. Oliver,

On motion, Rev. Dr. Wingate and Rev.
W. T. Brooks were added to the committec
on Obituaries, with a view to preparing a
memoir of the late Rev. Dr. Samuel Wait,
at one time President of Wake Iorest Col-
legre.

Rev. Mr. Dickson, of the Religious Her-
ald, of Richmond, was extended a welcome
and invited to occupy a seat in the Cou-
vention.

Rev. Dr. Skinner, from the Board of

State Missions, read the following report in
behalf of the Board :

REPOLT OF THE BOABD OF BTATE MISSIONSH,

In presenting this, our report of operations
since your last meeting in May last, we have causc
for gratitude to God that there has been no seri-
ous interruption of our werk on account of death
or sickpess among our appointecs,

Our field of op-rations is steadily enlargine
and we are now reaching points of dzstitution i
parts of the State far remote from ns,

The fensibility of the plan ol co-operation witl,
District Associations, which we have presented
has been eordially embraced by the great mujor-
ity of the Associations in the BState, and to-day
the Baptists of North Carolina are more neariy
allied in the work of home evangelization than at
any period of our past history. Herotofure we
have been much trammeled in our operations, not
for the want of interest in this work, but for the
want of hearty co-operation in the plans present.
ed and hence we were unable to unite our efforts
in such a way as to reach effectually the point ..
sircd by us all, viz: The spread of the Gowpel
among our own people. In the plan upon whick
we now act, we (o not desire the disorganization ol
Associational Comuittees, but urge their ap-
pointment in all the District Associations, Thes
Committees look out and report upon the distri-
bution within their own bounds, and we roecom-
mend such appointments as they may decm wd-
visable, They farther aid ns materially in devis.
ing plans for reaching the liberality of the Chnrel.
es in the sapport of the missionaries, and have
constant eye to the adaptation of the appointie to
the position he is filling. In this way we reach
much larger field of destitntion, enlist & muerh
larger number of men in the work, and at tho
same time throw around our DBoard such safe-
guards in the expenditure of funds committed to
ouar charge, as effectusally to prevent the wasting ol
money upon fields not necding help, and also up-
| on men not adapted to the work to which they
may be aseigned. A single Association cannot
reach remote points. A combination of effort on
the part of all Associations npon the plan pro-
posed reaches not only the destitution of ecach
Association, but sends the Gospel to the darl
nooks and corners of the State unoccupicd by
Baptists.

our operations since the lasl session of the Con-
vention. This session of;the Convention, coming
a8 it does in the midst of the Associaticn, we have

| reports ; and the short space of time intorvening
between the present and previous session of the

Convention, being not quite five months, of course
finds us with much incomplete work upon our

| handa,

| tional appointments Lave been made. We have,
laboring under the direction of the Board, twenty-
four (24) Missionaries, from most of whom we
have received very encouraging reports.  Aost of
them report precious revivals in their respective
fields of iabor, Tho Board have been muel cn-
couraged by these reports, and feel that they have
| eauge for gratitude to God that he has smiled pro-
| pitiously upon our feeble efforts. A few extracts
from letters received will be read with interest,

| Here follow several extracts from letters
which we are compelled to omit, |

3 * * * - - -

» Ld

While it is g matter of congratulation that wo ar
| still enlarging the system of our operations, it i«

to us a eource of deep regret that we are uaabl
to meet the demands made upon us for hicip. New
fields of destitution are constantly opening to the

| Board, and it is impossible to meet the wants ot @
| Btate without g.eatly increased liberality on the
partof thechurches. The Doard has becnconstan §
ly aiming through their corresponding Becrofu-
| Ty to devise some plan of regularsystemutio e
{ olence in the churches, and, while gralified to re-
poru partial success, there are still many chinrclies
constantly to be reminded of duty in this respoct.
It some plan could be devised by which a tythe o
what the churches would willingly give to tho
| cause of missions could be gathered in, onr most
ganguine expeetations and hopes for the snceoss-
ful employment of labor in lﬂu' Vinevard of tha
Lord would speedily be realized. In view ol tl
vital importanco of the work assigned us and th
measure of success which has attended the lubo:
of the Board eince their re-organization, 1s it tou
much toexpect that the Pastors of all the chinrel
[ will fall upon some plan by which their chonvelios
| may make regular contributions for the spread of
the Gospel in the State. It matters but litth
what plan is adopted, so that they all go to work.,
We are willing that each church should adopt |
own plan— the great poiot to be gaiued s that each
and alliwork upon some plan. The most beantiful
plans, in theory, have atterly failed, but any plav,
in practice, will succeed.
For a report of our finances wo refer to the

port of our Treasurer, whick will be comploiod
time for the minutes,

W. T. Wanrens,
Corresponding Beerctary,

This report gave rise to much discussion
as to the proper planof systematizing the ¢l
forts of the several Churches in behall of
| Missions, which was participated o by
| Reverend Messrs. Dodson, Griffith, Nelson,
Jordan, Skinner, Walters, Kingshary,
Philips and Overby. The discnssion wis
| quite protracted, the secveral addresses he-
ing very lengthy, and lasted until the hour
| of adjournment arrived.
| After prayer by Rev. Mr. Wallace, au
' adjournment was had unntil 9 o'clock Iri
| day morning, before decided action on the
' report was talen.

Southorn Kailroad Interests,

| A number of prominent Southern Hail-
| road men arc here to-day to ask for an
| extension of time in which to pay for the
rolling stock of their road purchased from
the Government. The extension will pro-
| bably be granted.—Washington Star,

!‘ A villainous 1-1.-1111'.{0(3 has been glli“;.,' about
| sacretly among the negroes in ccntral ¥loi-
ida, selling them, in fours, at fifty ccut
each, wooden stakes painted red, white.
'ard blue, ornamented with a small stream-
' er, telling them that wherever they plunted
| those stakes at the four corners of o trac!
| of Iand the land would become theirs when
the expected confiscation came. It is ruw
ored that he has disposed of a cargo of
these sticks, and has returned to the North

to get another supply.

The use of “hip, hip” before a cheer is
traced by an ingenous writer in the Corn-
hill Magazine to the time of the Crusaders
when the letters H. E, P. were on the si
cred banners, standing for Iicrosolym
| perdita (Jerusalem is lost).

A gentleman gave a lecture to some hoys,
and explained how no one could live with-
| out air. He then said: **You bhave all heard
of a man drowning—how does that hap
pen?” The ready answer "was, “Cause ho
can’t swim."”
A Republican, who is
Wade or Buttler, says;
«QOf all the sad words of the tongue o1
en, The saddest arc these: ‘We miy/

M

ave Ber .

no friend to either

That staid and respectable journal ti
Milwaukee Sentinel gives the namc
«Skunk City Gorillas” to the Chicago re-
venue detectives who bhave been vexirg
the Milwaukee distillers of late.

in search of his
for thirty

A New Jersey Japhet is
father, whom he has not seen
years, and whom his two brothers keep 18
ignorance of the third son's existeuce, 2
as to obtain all the old man's property.

A sarcastic writer says: ‘‘Shutting onc s
self up in a convent, marrying, and thr -
ing one’s self over a precipice, Ao L!;u.‘i-‘.
things which must bu’:luuc without thiuk
ing much about thew.

for forty

g ._bn. lingering
A suit that has been gering Albany

years has just been decided in the
courts. - .
The offer of $13,000 for Mrs. ngulni;

wardrobe came from a foreign gentleman
the ** wax figger " line. |
cameo home all the

An Ohio Democrat . |
way from Chili, South Americd, to vote the

stzaight icket. Heis royard

We regret our inability to make & full report of

found it impossible to gather in and complete our

| We may mention that all of the appointments,
with very few exceptions mentioned in onr lusl re-
port, have been continued, and that several adiii-
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